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New Species of the Ant Genus Pheidole (Hymenopteras:
Formicidae) from Hainan Province, China
by
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ABSTRACT

A new species of the Genus Pheidole Westwood 1839 isdescribed, P hain-
anensis sp. nov. The new species is easily distinguished from other congeners
from China by the pronotum of both the major and the minor with a pair of
bluntspines. Itis closely related to P acantha Eguchi, but differs from the later
by pronotal spines triangular, much shorter, petiolar node in profile bluntly
rounded at apex, not acute, hypostoma median processes absent, submedian
processes distinct, a pair of lateral processes well developed, and postpetiole
at least 2.4 times as broad as petiolar node. In addition, it differs from other
species with pronotal spines in the Oriental Region by its shorter pronotal
spines, and by the smooth and shining first gastral tergite.
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INTRODUCTION

The ant genus Pheidole was established by Westwood in 1839 based on
the type species Atta providens Sykes (= P. providens (Sykes)). 973 valid spe-
cies have been described in the world (Bolton, 2011). 50 species have been
rcported in China (Xu ez 4/. 1998; Zhou & Zheng 1999; Zhou 2001; Egchi
1999, 2000, 2001a, 2001b, 2003, 2004a, 2006, 2008; Eguchi & Bui 2005;
Eguchi, Yamane &Zhou2007; Huang& Zhou2007; Terayama 2009).1In 1865,
Smith E. described Pheidolacanthinus as a genus. He also described a species,
P, armatus, which was considered as a junior synonym of P guadrispinosa
by Donisthorpe in 1938. In 1900 Forel considered Pheidolacanthinus as a

! College of Life Sciences, Guangxi Normal University, Guilin 541004, China.

? Key Laboratory of Ecology of Rare and Endangered Species and Environmental Protection, Ministry
of Education, Guilin 541004, China

* Corresponding author, Email: syzhou5612@yahoo.com.cn
















6 Sociobiology Vol. 58, No. 1, 2011

node. In addition, it differs from other specics with pronotal spines in the
Oriental Region as its pronotal spines are shorter, and the first gastral tergite
is smooth and shining.
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