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PLECTROCTENA
anops. Plectroctena anops Bolton, 1974c: 319, figs. 4, 7 (w.) GHANA.

Type-material: holotype worker.
Type-locality: Ghana: Tafo (= New Tafo, Eastern Region, Akim District, Cocoa Research Institute of
Ghana), 8.ix.1966, ant ecology sample 249c (D. Leston).
Type-depository: BMNH.
Status as species: Bolton, 1995b: 337; Bolton & Brown, 2002: 12.
Distribution: Ghana.

caffra. Ponera caffra Spinola, 1851b: 53. Nomen nudum (attributed to Klug).
[Also described as new by Spinola, 1853: 70. Nomen nudum (attributed to Klug).]
Status as species: Roger, 1861a: 41; Mayr, 1863: 442; Roger, 1863b: 19; Emery, 1892d:
556; Dalla Torre, 1893: 31; Forel, 1894b: 74; Forel, 1909b: 51; Forel, 1910f: 3; Forel,
1911d: 361; Emery, 1911d: 95. All are nomina nuda.
Material referred to mandibularis by Roger, 1861a: 41; Mayr, 1863: 442; Roger, 1863b:
19; Emery, 1893h: 2; Emery, 1911d: 95; Wheeler, W.M. 1922a: 784; Santschi, 1924a:
160; Bolton, 1974c: 330; Bolton, 1995b: 337; Bolton & Brown, 2002: 13.
[Note: Roger, 1861a: 41, Mayr, 1863: 442, Roger, 1863b: 19, Dalla Torre, 1893: 31, all give caffra as
senior synonym, but as caffra is a nomen nudum, mandibularis has priority.]

conjugata. Plectroctena minor st. conjugata Santschi, 1914e: 8 (w. ergatoid q.) SOUTH
AFRICA.
Type-material: 36 syntype workers, 1 syntype ergatoid queen.
Type-localities: South Africa: Natal, Stamford Hill (I. Trägårdh); South Africa: Charlestown, 30.iv.1905
(I. Trägårdh); South Africa: Zululand (I. Trägårdh).
Type-depositories: MCZC, MRAC, NHMB.
[Misspelled as conjugens by Santschi, 1939b: 237.]
Santschi, 1924a: 166 (q.m.); Wheeler, G.C. & Wheeler, J. 1989b: 52 (l.).
Subspecies of minor: Wheeler, W.M. 1922a: 785.
Status as species: Santschi, 1924a: 166; Santschi, 1939b: 237; Bolton, 1974c: 326
(redescription); Bolton, 1995b: 337.
Junior synonym of mandibularis: Arnold, 1926: 209 (in text); Villet, et al. 1999: 282;
Bolton & Brown, 2002: 14.

conjugens, misspelling, see under conjugata.
cristata. Plectroctena cristata Emery, 1899e: 470 (w.) CAMEROON.

Type-material: 2 syntype workers.
Type-locality: Cameroon: (no further data) (Conradt).
Type-depository: MSNG.
Bolton, 1974c: 322 (ergatoid q.).
Status as species: Stitz, 1910: 129; Emery, 1911d: 95; Wheeler, W.M. 1922a: 88, 783;
Santschi, 1924a: 163; Bolton, 1974c: 321 (redescription); Bolton, 1995b: 338; Bolton &
Brown, 2002: 12.
Senior synonym of semileavis: Bolton, 1974c: 321; Bolton, 1995b: 338; Bolton &
Brown, 2002: 12.
Distribution: Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Kenya, Uganda.

cryptica. Plectroctena cryptica Bolton, 1974c: 327, fig. 5 (w.q.) GHANA, IVORY COAST,
LIBERIA.
Type-material: holotype worker, 3 paratype workers.
Type-locality: holotype Ghana: Tafo (= New Tafo, Eastern Region, Akim District, Cocoa Research
Institute of Ghana), 2.i.1969, on mud below dam (B. Bolton); paratypes: 3 workers Ivory Coast: Lamto



(Toumodi), 11.iv.1968 (sample AA 279 N2) (J. Lévieux), 20.vi.1968 (sample AA 334 N4) (J. Lévieux), and
21.ii.1969 (J. Lévieux).
Type-depositories: BMNH (holotype), BMNH, MCZC (paratypes).
Status as species: Bolton, 1995b: 338; Bolton & Brown, 2002: 13.
Distribution: Ghana, Ivory Coast, Liberia.

dentata. Plectroctena minor var. dentata Santschi, 1912b: 150 (w.) ANGOLA.
Type-material: 8 syntype workers.
Type-locality: Angola: Benguela, Cucala (J. Cruchet).
Type-depositories: MRAC, NHMB.
Bolton, 1974c: 322 (ergatoid q.).
Subspecies of minor: Santschi, 1914b: 54; Wheeler, W.M. 1922a: 785.
Status as species: Santschi, 1924a: 164 (redescription); Santschi, 1930b: 54; Bolton,
1974c: 322 (redescription); Bolton, 1995b: 338; Bolton & Brown, 2002: 12.
Senior synonym of emeryi: Bolton, 1974c: 322; Bolton, 1995b: 338; Bolton & Brown,
2002: 12.
Distribution: Angola, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda.

emeryi. Plectroctena emeryi Santschi, 1924a: 164 (w.) CONGO.
Type-material: holotype ergatoid queen (not a worker as in original description (Bolton, 1974c: 322)).
Type-locality: Congo: (no further data) (J. de Gaule).
Type-depository: NHMB.
Junior synonym of dentata: Bolton, 1974c: 322 Bolton, 1995b: 338; Bolton & Brown,
2002: 12.

gabonensis. Plectroctena gabonensis Santschi, 1919a: 336 (w.) GABON.
[Also described as new by Santschi, 1919h: 90.]
Type-material: 2 syntype workers.
Type-localities: Gabon: Libreville, 1.xii.1897 (Chalot); Gabon: Samkita, 1914 (F. Faure).
Type-depositories: MNHN, NHMB.
Bolton, 1974c: 323 (q.).
Combination in Myopias: Wheeler, W.M. 1922a: 785;
combination in Plectroctena: Santschi, 1924a: 170.
Subspecies of subterranea: Santschi, 1919h: 90; Wheeler, W.M. 1922a: 783.
Status as species: Santschi, 1924a: 170; Menozzi, 1942: 166; Eidmann, 1944: 436;
Bolton, 1974c: 323 (redescription); Bolton, 1995b: 338.
Junior synonym of minor: Bolton & Brown, 2002: 12.

gestroi. Plectroctena gestroi Menozzi, 1922a: 348, fig. 1 (w.q.) SÃO TOMÉ & PRÍNCIPE
(Príncipe I.)
Type-material: syntype workers (number not stated), syntype queen.
Type-locality: São Tomé & Príncipe: Príncipe I., Roca Infante Don Enrique, iii.1900 (L. Fea).
Type-depositories: IEUB, MCZC, MSNG.
Status as species: Santschi, 1924a: 167; Bolton, 1974c: 328 (redescription); Bolton,
1995b: 338; Bolton & Brown, 2002: 13.
Distribution: São Tomé & Príncipe: Príncipe I.

hastifera. Cacopone hastifer Santschi, 1914d: 325, fig. 11 (w.) GHANA.
Type-material: holotype worker.
Type-locality: Ghana: Aburi (F. Silvestri).
Type-depository: DEUN.
Combination in Plectroctena: Bolton, 1974c: 320.
Status as species: Wheeler, W.M. 1922a: 786; Bolton, 1974c: 320 (redescription);
Bolton, 1995b: 338; Bolton & Brown, 2002: 12.
Distribution: Ghana



insularis. Plectroctena minor var. insularis Santschi, 1924a: 169, fig. 3a (w.) EQUATORIAL
GUINEA (Bioko I.).
Type-material: holotype worker.
Type-locality: Equatorial Guinea: Bioko I. (“ Fernando Po”) (Conradt).
Type-depository: MSNG.
Junior synonym of minor: Bolton, 1974c: 324; Bolton, 1995b: 338; Bolton & Brown,
2002: 13.

integra. Plectroctena mandibularis var. integra Santschi, 1924a: 161 (w.m.) KENYA, SOUTH
AFRICA.
Type-material: 2 syntype workers, 1 syntype male .
Type-localities: worker Kenya (“Afrique orientale anglaise”): worker Nairobi, Wa Kikongo et Masai, 1904
(Ch. Alluaud); male Kenya: Bura, Wa-Taita, 1904 (Ch. Alluaud).
Type-depository: NHMB.
Junior synonym of mandibularis: Bolton, 1974c: 330; Bolton, 1995b: 338; Bolton &
Brown, 2002: 14.

laevior. Plectroctena mandibularis st. laevior Stitz, in Santschi, 1924a: 162 (footnote), 163, fig.
1d (w.) TANZANIA.
Type-material: holotype worker.
Type-locality: Tanzania (“Afrique orientale allemande”): Kiwugebiet (Kadt).
Type-depository: MNHU.
Status as species: Bolton, 1974c: 329 (redescription); Bolton, 1995b: 338; Bolton &
Brown, 2002: 13.
Distribution: Tanzania.

latinodis. Plectroctena latinodis Santschi, 1924a: 165, fig. 2a (w.q.) DEMOCRATIC
REPUBLIC OF CONGO, CAMEROON.
Type-material: 1 syntype worker, 1 syntype queen.
Type-locality: Democratic Republic of Congo (“Congo belge”): Congo da Lemba, 1911 (R. Mayné).
Type-depositories: MRAC, NHMB.
Status as species: Bolton, 1974c: 323 (redescription); Bolton, 1995b: 338; Bolton &
Brown, 2002: 12.
Distribution: Cameroun, Democratic Republic of Congo.

liberiana. Plectroctena minor var. liberiana Santschi, 1924a: 169, fig. 2c (w.) LIBERIA.
Type-material: holotype worker.
Type-locality: Liberia: (no further data).
Type-depository: NHMB.
Junior synonym of minor: Bolton, 1974c: 324; Bolton, 1995b: 338; Bolton & Brown,
2002: 13.

lygaria. Plectroctena lygaria Bolton, Gotwald & Leroux, 1979: 373, figs. 1, 2 (w.q.m.) IVORY
COAST.
Type-material: holotype worker, 103 paratype workers, 4 paratype queens, 15 paratype males.
Type-locality: holotype Ivory Coast: Lamto, 4.vi.1974, forêt galerie du Bandama (W.H. Gotwald & J.M.
Leroux); paratypes with same data.
Type-depositories: BMNH (holotype); ANIC, BMNH, MCZC, MNHN, NHMB, NHMG (paratypes).
Status as species: Bolton, 1995b: 338; Bolton & Brown, 2002: 13.
Distribution: Ivory Coast.

mabirensis Arnold, 1954; see under PSALIDOMYRMEX.
macgeei. Plectroctena macgeei Bolton, 1974c: 330, figs. 1, 8 (w.) NIGERIA.

Type-material: holotype worker.
Type-locality: Nigeria: Gambari, (= Western State, Cocoa Research Institute of Nigeria), 28.x.1969,
amongst termites under log (B. Bolton).
Type-depository: BMNH.



Status as species: Bolton, 1995b: 338; Bolton & Brown, 2002: 13.
Distribution: Ghana, Nigeria.

major. Plectroctena caffra r. major Forel, 1894b: 74 (w.) MOZAMBIQUE.
Type-material: holotype ergatoid queen (not a worker as in originl description (Emery, 1899e: 469, Arnold,
1915: 86)).
Type-locality: Mozambique: Delagoa (P. Berthoud).
Type-depository: MHNG.
Arnold, 1915: 86 (w.m.).
Subspecies of mandibularis: Emery, 1911d: 95; Santschi, 1914b: 54; Santschi, 1914e: 8;
Arnold, 1915: 86 (redescription).
Junior synonym of mandibularis: Emery, 1899e: 469; Santschi, 1924a: 160; Wheeler,
W.M. 1922a: 784; Bolton, 1974c: 330; Bolton, 1995b: 338; Bolton & Brown, 2002: 14.

mandibularis. Plectroctena mandibularis Smith, F. 1858b: 101, pl. 7, figs. 1-5 (w.m.) SOUTH
AFRICA.
Type-material: 1 syntype ergatoid queen (not worker as in original description (Emery, 1899e: 469
(footnote), Bolton, 1974c: 330), 1 syntype male.
Type-locality: South Africa: Durban (= Port Natal) (Gueinzius).
Type-depository: BMNH.
Forel, 1913a: 108 (w.); Arnold, 1915: 86 (w.).
Status as species: Roger, 1861: 41; Gerstäcker, 1871: 355; Mayr, 1895: 124; Emery,
1895h: 19; Emery, 1899e: 469; Mayr, 1907b: 18; Emery, 1911d: 95; Emery, 1912c: 2;
Forel, 1913a: 108; Forel, 1913b: 308; Forel, 1913e: 666; Santschi, 1914b: 54; Arnold,
1915: 86; Wheeler, W.M. 1922a: 783; Stitz, 1923: 144; Santschi, 1924a: 160; Santschi,
1930b: 59; Menozzi, 1939c: 99; Arnold, 1954: 293; Arnold, 1960a: 81; Bolton, 1974c:
330 (redescription); Bolton, 1995b: 338; Villet, et al. 1999: 282; Bolton & Brown, 2002:
13; Hita Garcia, et al. 2013: 221.
Senior synonym of conjugata: Arnold, 1926: 209 (in text); Villet, et al. 1999: 282;
Bolton & Brown, 2002: 14.
Senior synonym of integra Bolton, 1974c: 330; Bolton, 1995b: 338; Bolton & Brown,
2002: 14.
Senior synonym of major: Emery, 1899e: 469; Santschi, 1924a: 160; Wheeler, W.M.
1922a: 784; Bolton, 1974c: 330; Bolton, 1995b: 338; Bolton & Brown, 2002: 14.
Senior synonym of striativentris: Bolton, 1974c: 330; Bolton, 1995b: 338; Bolton &
Brown, 2002: 14.
Material of the nomen nudum caffra referred here by Roger, 1861a: 41; Mayr, 1863: 442;
Roger, 1863b: 19; Emery, 1893h: 2; Emery, 1911d: 95; Wheeler, W.M. 1922a: 784;
Santschi, 1924a: 160; Bolton, 1974c: 330; Bolton & Brown, 2002: 13.
Distribution: Angola, Botswana, Burundi, Democratic Republic of Congo, Ethiopia, Kenya, Malawi,
Mozambique, South Africa, Tanzania (mainland and Zanzibar I.), Uganda, Zambia, Zimbabwe.

minor. Plectroctena minor Emery, 1892d: 556, pl. 15, figs. 1, 2 (q.) IVORY COAST.
Type-material: holotype queen.
Type-locality: Ivory Coast: Assinie, vii-viii.1886 (Ch. Alluaud).
Type-depository: MSNG.
Emery, 1902c: 32 (w.); Wheeler, W.M. 1922a: 88 (m.).
Status as species: Dalla Torre, 1893: 31; Emery, 1902c: 32; Emery, 1911d: 95; Santschi,
1911g: 205; Santschi, 1914d: 325; Forel, 1916: 398; Wheeler, W.M. 1922a: 88, 784;
Santschi, 1924a: 167 (redescription); Bolton, 1974c: 324 (redescription); Bolton, 1995b:
338; Bolton & Brown, 2002: 12.
Senior synonym of gabonensis: Bolton & Brown, 2002: 12.



Senior synonym of insularis: Bolton, 1974c: 324; Bolton, 1995b: 338; Bolton & Brown,
2002: 13.
Senior synonym of liberiana: Bolton, 1974c: 324; Bolton, 1995b: 338; Bolton & Brown,
2002: 13.
Senior synonym of perusta: Bolton, 1974c: 324; Bolton, 1995b: 338; Bolton & Brown,
2002: 13.
Distribution: Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Ghana, Ivory Coast,
Liberia, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Togo.

perusta. Plectroctena minor var. perusta Santschi, 1924a: 168, fig. 2b (w.) CAMEROON.
Type-material: syntype workers (number not stated).
Type-locality: Cameroon: Barumbistation (Preuss).
Type-depository: NHMB.
Junior synonym of minor: Bolton, 1974c: 324; Bolton, 1995b: 338; Bolton & Brown,
2002: 13.

punctatus. Plectroctena punctatus Santschi, 1924a: 170 (m.) KENYA.
Type-material: holotype male.
Type-locality: Kenya (“Afrique orientale anglaise”): Bura Wa-Taita, iii.1912, 1050 m., st. 61 (Alluaud &
Jeannel).
Type-depository: NHMB.
[Misspelled as punctua by Bernard, 1953b: 209.]
Junior synonym of subterranea: Bolton, 1974c: 333; Bolton, 1995b: 338; Bolton &
Brown, 2002: 14.

semileavis. Plectroctena cristata var. semileavis Santschi, 1924a: 163 (w.) DEMOCRATIC
REPUBLIC OF CONGO.
Type-material: holotype worker.
Type-locality: Democratic Republic of Congo (“Congo belge”): Luebo, Kamaiembi, 22.ix.1921 (H.
Schouteden).
Type-depository: MRAC.
[Note: name spelled as semilaeve by Santschi, 1924a: 173 (in key).]
Junior synonym of cristata: Bolton, 1974c: 321 Bolton, 1995b: 338; Bolton & Brown,
2002: 12.

striativentris. Plectroctena mandibularis st. striativentris Stitz, in Santschi, 1924a: 173 (in key)
(w.) MALAWI.
Type-material: holotype worker.
Type-locality: Malawi: Lake Tanganyika (Reichard).
Type-depository: MNHU.
[First available use of Plectroctena mandibularis st. strigosa var. strialiventris Stitz, in
Santschi, 1924a: 162, 162 (footnote) fig. 1b (w.) MALAWI (also variously spelled
strativentris and striativentris); unavailable (infrasubspecific) name: Bolton, 1974c: 330.]
Junior synonym of mandibularis: Bolton, 1974c: 330; Bolton, 1995b: 338; Bolton &
Brown, 2002: 14.
[Note: Bolton, 1974c: 330, overlooked the available version of the name given in Santschi’s key (p. 173).
However, the type-material of striativentris was examined, and found to be synonymous with
mandibularis.]

strigosa. Plectroctena mandibularis var. strigosa Emery, 1899e: 469 (w.) SOUTH AFRICA.
Type-material: holotype worker.
Type-locality: South Africa: Natal (Staudinger & Bang-Haas).
Type-depository: MSNG.
Subspecies of mandibularis: Emery, 1911d: 95; Forel, 1912b: 81; Arnold, 1915: 88;
Wheeler, W.M. 1922a: 784.



Subspecies of cristata: Santschi, 1924a: 161.
Status as species: Bolton, 1974c: 332 (redescription); Bolton, 1995b: 338; Bolton &
Brown, 2002: 14; Hita Garcia, et al. 2013: 222.
Distribution: Kenya, South Africa, Tanzania (mainland plus Zanzibar I.).

subterranea. Plectroctena subterranea Arnold, 1915: 84, pl. 3, figs. 23, 23a (w.q.)
ZIMBABWE.
Type-material: 2 syntype workers, 1 syntype queen.
Type-localities: Zimbabwe (“S. Rhodesia”): Bulawayo, 14.vi.1913 (G. Arnold); Zimbabwe: Shiloh (G.
Arnold).
Type-depository: BMNH.
Combination in Myopias: Wheeler, W.M. 1922a: 785;
combination in Plectroctena: Santschi, 1924a: 171.
Status as species: Wheeler, W.M. 1922a: 785; Santschi, 1924a: 171; Bolton, 1974c: 333
(redescription); Bolton, 1995b: 338; Bolton & Brown, 2002: 14; Hita Garcia, et al. 2013:
222.
Senior synonym of punctatus: Bolton, 1974c: 333; Bolton, 1995b: 338; Bolton &
Brown, 2002: 14.
Distribution: Kenya, Malawi, Namibia, Zimbabwe.

thaui. Plectroctena thaui Fisher, 2006: 116, figs. 9-12 (w.) CAMEROON.
Type-material: holotype worker, 4 paratype workers.
Type-locality: holotype Cameroon: Sud-Ouest, Mount Cameroon, Etinde Forest Reserve, 3.8 km. 330°
NNW Mapanja (04°06’28’’N, 009°09’07’’E), 1440 m, 16.iv.2000, montane rainforest, sifted litter,
BLF02326, CASENT0003074 (B.L. Fisher); paratypes: with same data but CASENT0003075,
CASENT0003076, CASENT0003077, CASENT0003078.
Type-depositories: CASC (holotype); CASC, BMNH, MCZC (paratypes).
Distribution: Cameroon.

ugandensis. Plectroctena ugandensis Menozzi, 1933a: 99, fig. 2 (q.) UGANDA.
Type-material: holotype queen.
Type-locality: Uganda: Bussu  (E. Bayon).
Type-depository: MSNG.
Bolton & Brown, 2002: (w., diagnosis in key).
Status as species: Bolton, 1974c: 334; Bolton, 1995b: 338; Bolton & Brown, 2002: 14.
Distribution: Ivory Coast, Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda.


